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Congratulations

	 Back in 1976, Linda Shamblin applied for a nurse aide position at Anna Maria.  She was hired on the 
spot by Robert Norton, Sr. (the founder of Anna Maria), with an hourly wage of 98 cents an hour.  She worked 
for a couple of years, leaving at one point to work at Hudson Elms.  She returned to Anna Maria in 1979.  
However, Linda had one condition upon her return:  a new uniform of pants and a top, not a dress.  Mr. Nor-
ton agreed to this, and so began Linda’s career spanning 40 years of providing top-notch care to our resi-
dents.  Her most memorable moments?  Taking care of a World War II Holocaust survivor, and a former Cleve-
land Indians ball player (from the 80’s).   *** The company surprised Linda with a delicious BBQ lunch enjoyed 
by all employees, 40 gorgeous roses, and a gift card.  Linda is an asset to the Campus of Anna Maria of Au-
rora, and we couldn’t be happier to celebrate this amazing milestone with her!.  Will she make it to 50 years?   
One never knows!  Congratulations!

Congratulations Linda Shamblin on 40 Years of Dedicated Service!2019
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Linda and administrator Aaron Baker

Wow! 105 combined years of service! Linda, 
Ernie, and Ruth

Gorgeous roses!

Linda with Aaron and Chris

The food was fantastic

Fantastic turnout
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SUPERCHARGED SUCCESS
The annual Campus of Anna Maria of Aurora Classic Charity Car Show was yet again a supercharged 
success, raising over $12,000.00 for the Alzheimer’s Association.  This was our most successful car 
show to date.  The weather cooperated nicely, allowing the registered cars (over 100) to “strut” their 
stuff.  While viewing all the classic cruisers, spectators enjoyed 50’s music courtesy of DJ Mike of Ca-
dillac Sound Machine, delicious burgers and dogs, great door prizes and raffles.  Many, many thanks 
to all the members of the Anna Maria family who volunteered to help with this wonderful charity 
event.   A great big “Thank You” to our wonderful sponsors (see website for complete list of spon-
sors), including our distinguished sponsor, Liberty Ford Aurora.  

Car Show
Campus of Anna Maria of Aurora Classic Charity Car Show2019
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Flor de Maria
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Flor de Maria was born on April 5, 1925, on an island in northern Brazil, San Luis, Maranahao.  This 
island is located right near the equator, so there are two climates:  hot and very hot!  When Flor was 
just 18 months old, her dear mother contracted tuberculosis and passed away.  During this period 
of illness, Flor’s father, a merchant marine, was lost at sea and never returned home.   Orphaned at a 
young age, Flor was adopted by her mother’s best friend, Dona Zelha.  Flor gained an instant family, 
with a grandfather, three brothers, and two sisters.  

One does not grow up in Brazil and not love music.   At age nine, Flor learned to play the piano, 
and became quite the virtuoso.  Her love of music remains strong within her, even to this day.  At 
age 14, Flor thought she might want to join the convent and become a nun.  However, that dream 
was short-lived after Flor’s mother informed her that nuns wake up every morning at 5:30 to pray the 
marinas (morning prayers).

After graduating from high school, Flor was accepted at the local university.  She wanted to major in 
archeology, however, the school did not offer this area of study.  So Flor moved to Rio de Janiero to 
attend college.  While she enjoyed her studies in archeology, at her mother’s urging, she switched 
majors to language.  She graduated with a B.A. in Language, proficient in Italian, Spanish, Portu-
guese, Latin, and French.  

Armed with a degree, Flor accepted a position with the Brazilian Department of Labor.  She also 
enrolled at the Rio School of Music to pursue another degree.  Though Flor enjoyed her job, she 
left after four years to pursue other opportunities.   She met her future husband, Bill Urso, while on a 
cultural exchange trip from Rio to San Paulo.  The two enjoyed each other’s company, and dated off 
and on for about six years.  One day, Bill realized that they were meant to be together and popped 
the question.  Flor of course said “yes!”  Bill was a Chemical Engineer and worked for General 
Electric.   The company sent him to the U.S. for some specialized training at Nela Park in Cleveland.  
After returning to Brazil, Bill decided to quit his job and move the family (which now included two 
daughters, Anna Maria and Anna Christina) to the United States, settling in Cleveland.  Flor became 
pregnant with son Billy soon after the move.  Son Francisco was born 18 months later.   Flor was not 
at all thrilled with the cold, brutal season of winter, but she and the family adjusted and learned to 
love the change of seasons.

Flor learned English from watching the “I Love Lucy” show.  She worked as a Social Worker for a 
hospital, and taught Portuguese, through the Berlitz School of Language, to executives doing busi-
ness in Brazil.  Bill and Flor were involved in many cultural organizations (Pan American Cultural So-
ciety, The Nationalities Service of Greater Cleveland, Cleveland Language Bank) that assisted Latin 
American families emigrating to the U.S.   Flor was on the board of the Cultural Enrichment Program 
with former mayor, Carl Stokes.

Flor moved to the Campus of Anna Maria a few years ago, and we are thrilled that she’s here.  Flor 
enriches our lives every day with her bright smile and zest for life.  Stop by anytime and get ready for 
a stimulating conversation.  You might just learn a few words of Portuguese!  

RESIDENT PROFILE
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EMPLOYEES OF THE MONTH SEPTEMBER09/2019

Congratulations to our Anna Maria Em-
ployee of the Month, Sonya Brooks RN. 
Sonya is an incredible, dedicated nurse 
that perseveres even during the most 
difficult of times.  She is always upbeat 
and maintains a positive attitude.  Sonya 
brings a great dynamic to the team, and 
we couldn’t be happier that she’s part of 
our team.  Congratulations, and keep up 
the good work.   You are appreciated!

Congratulations to our Kensington Em-
ployee of the Month, Rachel Robins, Di-
etary Aide. Rachel is always working hard 
with a positive attitude.  She is a great as-
set to the dietary team.  She is constantly 
coming up with fantastic ideas that will not 
only better serve our residents but also will 
help the kitchen function more efficient-
ly.  Rachel is also a great team player and 
we are grateful to have her on the dietary 
team.  Congratulations Rachel and keep 
up the awesome work! 

Anna Maria of Aurora
Sonya Brooks, RN. SEPT Kensington

Rachel Robins, Dietary Aide.SEPT
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Kensington

CONGRATULATIONS, CAROL CONTEEN, ON 5 YEARS OF SERVICE
Congratulations to Carol Conteen on recently celebrating 5 years of service to the Campus of Anna 
Maria.  Carol is the controller in our business office, and she is a dedicated and loyal employee.  
Thanks for all that you do! 

September
Anna Maria / Kensington  2019

EMPLOYEE PICNIC FUN!
Employees had a great time at the annual summer picnic, complete with delicious food like burgers 
and dogs, pasta salad, and sweet corn.  The highlight?  A “Pie in the Face!”  For $5.00, employees 
could smash a pie in the face of his or her manager.  All monies raised was given to an employee for 
assistance with medical bills.  We raised over $100.00!   Always a fun time.  Thank you to administra-
tion and dietary staff for a great team-building afternoon!

What a lovely cake! Carol with administrators Chris Norton and Aaron Baker

Why is Bridget Sassa smiling?  She’s 
about to get a pie in the face!

Administrator Aaron Baker gets a pie in the face from 
HR Director John Jones

Is that Kensington Unit Manager Jill 
Bevino?  Think so…
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JONES BONES BBQ FOOD TRUCK

Pulled pork and chicken, ribs, smoky macaroni and cheese, loaded fries, coleslaw.   This is what em-
ployees enjoyed when the Jones Bones BBQ food truck swung by a few weeks ago.  Really delicious 
food!   We already reserved a date for next summer!  

The first in line!

Kensington Northwest unit gals dig in!

HR Manager Albert Berry – that face says it all!  Delicious!

HR Director John Jones and a pulled pork sandwich

Housekeepers Amy, Jeannie, and Robin

LPN Leslie and STNA Keyana

Office gals Betty Eden and Carol Conteen

Office manager Joann Poremba definitely wore an appropriate shirt – 
Piggly Wiggly!
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WE ARE APPRECIATED!

CHICAGO DOG DAY

Once a month, residents craft cute “thank you” treats to distribute to staff members in appreciation 
for all of their hard work.  August’s craft consisted of a Tootsie Roll pop with an eye-popping note 
attached:  “Thanks for the ROLL you play every day.  You are appreciated.”  Anna Maria resident 
Genevieve Mustin had the pleasure of distributing the treats to staff members!

Kensington at Anna Maria residents enjoyed delicious, grilled “Chicago-style” hot dogs for lunch 
one fine day, along with baked beans and coleslaw.  A most satisfying lunch!  

Admissions Coordinator Sue McElroy Receptionist Carey Norton Rehab Place STNA’s Audrey Sawastuck and 
Linda Shamblin
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MINIATURE AQUARIUMS

ROOT BEER FLOATS

Well, if one can’t get to the ocean, the ocean will come to us!  Kensington residents crafted mini 
aquariums complete with creatures of the sea.  Very realistic!

Who remembers the A & W Drive-ins?  The most delicious root beer served in a frosty mug.  Anna 
Maria residents relived those days of the past with a homemade root beer float.  Just what the 
doctor ordered on a hot, summer day!

Bev Corcoran Irene Boda Genevieve Mustin



11Family Matters Summer 2019 September Edition

GENEVA-ON-THE-LAKE
Anna Maria and Kensington residents took a trek (a long trek) out to Geneva-on-the-Lake.  This is a 
“field trip” we take every August, and it’s always well-attended and enjoyed by all.  Though it was a 
hot day, we enjoyed the cool lake breezes in the comfort on the pavilion conveniently located right 
on the beautiful shores of Lake Erie.  We dined on pizza and sipped on cool drinks.  What a great 
way to spend a late summer afternoon!
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HAPPY 102ND BIRTHDAY TO TOM MEYER! 

OUR FAVORITE ENTERTAINER, RON PAPALEO

Kensington at Anna Maria resident celebrated his 102nd birthday last month.   May God bless you 
Tom with a great year filled with good health, happiness, and love. 

Residents enjoy Friday afternoon entertainment, but especially enjoy when entertainer Ron Papaleo 
performs.  He is a “fan favorite,” playing our favorite songs on his accordion.  



13Family Matters Summer 2019 September Edition

HAPPY HOUR

RIDERS INN

Happy Hour is always a bit happier when Jackson sings and strums his guitar.  From time to time, 
Jackson will stop by and play a few songs for the Friday Happy Hour group.  Such a nice and talent-
ed young man.   

Assisted and independent living residents took a nice, scenic drive out to Painesville to enjoy lunch 
at the Riders Inn.  Not only did we enjoy delicious food, the owner was gracious enough to take the 
time to provide us with a fascinating history of the inn, including its involvement with the Under-
ground Railroad.  

September
Independent / Assisted Living  2019

Lorraine Tucker enjoys a glass of wine
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GARDEN PARTY AT ERNIE’S HOUSE 
Activities / Transportation Aide Ernie Quesenberry has quite the green thumb.  In fact, all fingers are 
green.  Ernie was blessed with a wonderful knowledge of horticulture, and has quite the way with 
plants and flowers.  His backyard can easily compete with the Cleveland Botanical Gardens.  Ev-
ery summer, Ernie hosts a lovely garden party for our independent living residents, who “ooh” and 
“aah” over his gorgeous greenery.  A big “thank you” to Ernie for his hospitality; it’s much 
appreciated.

What a beautiful picture of Ginny Richner
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SEEING DOUBLE

LAURA’S LOVELY GARDEN

Activities Director Lisa McFarland and her assistant, Jazmin Williams, wore identical outfits one day.  
Looking really good, ladies!

Assisted living resident Laura Lesher is really proud of the beautiful plants and flowers growing out-
side her apartment.  Stop by and check it out!  
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THE ACT II SINGERS
Standing-room only when the Act II Singers are in town!  What a talented group of singers. Always a 
good time.

A HELPER ON MOVING DAY!
Assisted living resident Theresa Gleeson moved to a different apartment, and had a bit of help from 
therapy dog Bowie.  Theresa sure appreciated the help!
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BEAU’S ON THE RIVER
Experience the View, Taste the Difference!  Beau’s on the River opened at the Sheraton Suites Akron 
/ Cuyahoga Falls in May of 2013, offering stunning views of the river rapids and falls, with floor to 
ceiling windows.   Independent living residents enjoyed the scenery along with the delicious food.  
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BEAR CLAW COOKIES

BANANA DOLPHINS

One rainy afternoon residents were a bit bored, so activities spiced up the day with a fun cookie 
activity.  Using coconut, almonds and cashews, residents created an adorable bear claw cookie.  
Looked good and tasted even better!

Who knew that a banana could creatively be turned into a dolphin?  
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September
CALENDAR 2019

ON THIS DATE:

Have an “Anna Maria” Day!

September 1, 1985 – The Titanic’s wreckage is discovered in 
the Atlantic Ocean by an expedition headed by American Rob-
ert Ballard
September 4, 1998 – Google is founded
September 11, 2001 – 17th anniversary of the deadly terrorist 
attacks in NYC by al-Qaeda 
September 22, 1862 – President Abraham Lincoln issues a 
preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, freeing U.S. slaves as 
of Jan. 1, 1863

Exactly what is an “Anna Maria” day?  Is it a day that perhaps 
begins with homemade spiced pancakes and bacon, expertly 
prepared by our dietary staff?  Or perhaps it’s a day when a 
resident hears the good news that he or she is strong enough 
to return home?  Or perhaps it’s a day when the sun is shining 
and everyone greets you with a pleasant smile?  “Have an Anna 
Maria Day!”  What kind of day is this?  Submit your definition 
(150 words or less) for a chance to win a gift card!  Good 
Luck!  Email to editor Joann Poremba at jporemba@an-
namariaofaurora.com.   Winning entries will be featured in the 
October  newsletter.

September is National Preparedness Month!  Be prepared like a Boy Scout always is!  Be pre-
pared for what?  Anything!
Sept. 2 – Labor Day.  Take a moment to honor the American worker
Sept. 8 – National Grandparents Day – Stop by and visit or give your grandparents a call 
Sept. 11 – Patriot Day, honoring those lost in the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks
Sept. 21 – Oktoberfest, the largest and most famous beer festival, kicks off at Noon in Munich, Ger-
many, with the Lord Mayor tapping the first keg of beer – O’zapft Is!  Over 7 million liters of beer will 
be enjoyed during the festival
Sept. 23 – Fall has arrived!  Celebrate with a pumpkin donut, coffee, muffin, etc.  It’s “everything 
pumpkin” season! 
Sept. 29 – Rosh Hashanah begins at sundown

BIRTHDAYS
Anna Maria
Patricia Bellian		  9/5
Barbara Scott		  9/7
Alma Irick			   9/8
Mildred Tylicki		  9/13
Noah Adkins			  9/24
Richard Harkness		  9/26
Marlys Anderson		  9/27

Kensington
Mary Lou Heil	 9/2
Martha Horn		 9/10
Barbara Gaskins	 9/12
Carol Jones		  9/19
Virginia Bartels	 9/19
Donna Berry		  9/23
Dorothy Cooper	 9/25
Debra Gardner	 9/26
Anne Circelli		 9/29
Ruth Bing		  9/29
Lucille Henderson	 9/30
	
Assisted & Independent Living
Elaine Golick		 9/10
Millie Carr		  9/11
Marge Oko		  9/11
Helen Cardinal	 9/12
Betty Groff		  9/12
Theresa Gleeson	 9/15
Joan Wohala		 9/18
Michael Seminatore	9/21
Thomas Priester	 9/22
Alan Cook		  9/26

Play Ball!  The National Football League celebrates its 
100th season this year!  First game is on Thursday, Sep-
tember 5, with the Chicago Bears hosting the Green Bay 
Packers.  Our Cleveland Browns host the Tennessee Titans 
on Sunday, September 8 (kick-off at 1pm).  Go Browns!  We 
are ready for an exciting season!
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