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From our Family to Yours….Merry Christmas and a Happy and Blessed New Year 2020!

	 We want to thank you for a wonderful 2019.  From a business standpoint, we were very busy on all fronts this 
year.  Census and demand for all setting (skilled nursing, assisted and independent living, home care, and therapy) was 
extremely high.  Our best advertisement is always word of mouth, as most referrals to our Campus come from a family 
member or close friend that had a positive experience at the Campus of Anna Maria.

As we close out the year, we’d like to share some additional information on “what’s happening” here on our campus.

	 We are finally completing the remodeling project in Arborview, though the new furniture won’t arrive until next 
month.  The changes include a new color palette, ceiling replacements, new handrails, new dining room, light fixtures, 
carpet/flooring, and furniture.  The addition of new activity/dementia stations will be completed in the near future. 
We’ve also added a new patio adjacent to the back entrance in the assisted living area.  This will be a wonderful out-
door space for our families and residents to gather.  Two of the four great rooms in Norwood “A” and “B” have received 
much-needed attention with new paint, carpeting, furniture, and new entrance doors with automatic openers.  A 
therapy room in Norwood “B” will be constructed next year, consisting of a small, outpatient therapy gym where resi-
dents can receive physical and occupational therapy services.  New outdoor lighting has been installed all around the 
Campus.  The Kensington at Anna Maria building boasts a newly-remodeled front lobby area as well as new lighting 
throughout the building. 
	 Potential projects for 2020 include creating two small studio apartments in Norwood “B,” further enhance-
ments to the other “B” great rooms, new flooring in the dining area of the Southwest unit at Kensington as well as new 
dementia life stations.
	 As part of our overall Emergency Preparedness plan, the Campus of Anna Maria will be implementing a WENS 
system in 2020, which is an automated phone call or text to families and/or staff in the event of an emergency where 
immediate communication could be initiated.  We are also considering Campus-wide security cameras.
	 So again, thank you for your support, and we look forward to meeting and exceeding your expectations in the 
new year, 2020.  

Aaron Baker and Chris Norton
Administrators, Campus of Anna Maria of Aurora
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	 Grace was born and raised on a farm in Bath, Ohio, not 
far from where LeBron James lived prior to relocating to LA.  
Bath was home until age 12, when the family moved to Rich-
field.  One day, while walking home from high school down a 
country road with a friend, Grace observed a rather cute farm 
worker working in the fields.  The girls were puzzled as to why 
this worker was wearing gloves as most farmers don’t.  Grace 
and her friend struck up a conversation with the cute farm 
boy with the gloves, and as they say, the rest is history.  Grace 
and John were married soon after, and moved to a lovely 
house in Slavic Village in Cleveland.  The couple was blessed 
with six wonderful children, all fairly close in age.

	 John worked in quality control for the E.F. Hauserman Co, 
where he was employed for 39 years.   Grace was quite busy 
raising these six children, and did not join the work force 
until  her youngest child started attending grade school.   She 
worked for 12 years in the Parks and Recreation Department 

for the City of Cleveland, then on to the State of Ohio Liquor Department, where she was promoted to 
the position of manager at the Garfield Hts. Store.  She worked for 13 years before retiring.

	 Grace and her family enjoyed traveling.  A few of their favorite destinations included Hawaii, 
England, Wisconsin (John was originally from this “cheese” state), Michigan, South Dakota, and Mexico.  
John and Grace continued their travels, even after the kids were grown.  After Grace retired, she and John 
moved to Bedford.  Sadly, shortly after this move, John passed away.  Thought this was a difficult time for 
Grace, she kept herself busy and was active in the Golden Agers Senior Group (she served as vice-pres-
ident for many years), as well as the Bedford Senior Center.  Grace enjoyed volunteering, and was quite 
involved with Womankind in Garfield Hts., an organization that assists young, unwed mothers.  

	 Grace moved to an apartment here at Anna Maria about three years ago.  She remains active 
and enjoys yoga, bingo, and church services.  She has frequent visitors, as this spunky 96 year-old has 
eight grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.  She won’t be present at the annual Norwood Christ-
mas party as she’ll be attending the graduation of her oldest granddaughter, as she receives her PhD 
from Kent State University.  May God continue to bless Grace Kobyleski with good health and happiness.

Grace Kobyleski
Resident Profile 

Introducing!
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EMPLOYEES OF THE MONTH

ANNA MARIA OF AURORA

Congratulations to our Anna Maria Employ-
ee of the Month, Antwanette Coble, Assist-
ed Living Caregiver.   Antwanette displays 
kindness and concern for our residents, and 
genuinely cares about their well-being.   She 
is attentive to her surroundings, and will lend 
a helping hand wherever and whenever help 
is needed.  She exerts positive energy and is 
a joy to be around.  One will always notice a 
beautiful smile on her face!  Congratulations, 
and keep up the good work, for it does not go 
unnoticed.

Congratulations to our Kensington Employee 
of the Month, Amy Powers, Housekeeping. 
Amy is always very pleasant and compas-
sionate to all residents and co-workers.  She 
goes above and beyond her assigned duties.  
She also has a great sense of humor!  Thank 
you for everything you do, Amy.  Keep up the 
great work- what you do makes the day of 
others brighter!

Antwanette Coble Amy Powers

KENSINGTON
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Veteran’s Day

	 Honoring those who served.... A Salute to our Veterans...The Campus of Anna Maria held a Vet-
erans Day Celebration on November 11, sponsored by the Gardens of Western Reserve Hospice. What 
a lovely ceremony! The Aurora High School Choir was on hand to sing a few patriotic songs, and each 
veteran was presented with a pin. A reception with desserts followed.  We are proud to be the home to 
52 veterans, including several World War II vets (less than 400,000 WWII vets are alive today out of 16 
million). May God continue to bless our veterans; we thank you for your service.

We Honor…
U.S. Army

Bill Alexy
David Arnold
Alan Cook
Earl Cortright
Robert Davis
Pat DeFranco
Robert Gademer

U.S. Navy

Lee Breeler
Wayne Chappel
Daniel Corcoran
Richard Harkness
Michael Seminatore
Arthur Wathey

U.S. Air Force

Philip Dorenkott
Richard Groff
Folia Mayes
Joe Vrona

U.S. Marines

Loretta Bambrick
Milton Heinberg

Robert Gharky	
Robert Giebenrath
Marvin Hamby
George Horsfall
William Kish
Bernard Kuhl
Edward Komio

Thomas Priester
Ernest Sarosi
Harold Stubing
Bob Seekely
Jimmy Thompson
Tim Wagner
Jace Whit
Carl Wilford

2 0 1 9
Dec. ANNA MARIA / KENSINGTON
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Veteran’s Day Continued...

Bob Seekely – Army

Bill Alexy – Army

Robert Gharky – Army Philip Dorenkott – Air Force Michael Seminatore – Navy

Tim Wagner – Army

Robert Davis – Army
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Thankful Turkey

	 Though we are thankful every day for the blessings and goodness in our life, this time of year 
we are especially thankful.  Residents at Kensington at Anna Maria created a large paper turkey with 
hand-written messages on the feathers of what we are thankful for.  This turkey is on display in the main 
living room area.  Come and check out the “feathers.”

Congratulations Dunja Biggins and Leslie Hrubik on Five Years of Service!

	 Congratulations to both of these wonderful nurses on recently celebrating five years of service with 
the Campus of Anna Maria.  Dunja and Leslie are caring and compassionate nurses, and we are thankful 
for their dedication to our residents.   Keep up the good work!

Dunja with administrators Aaron and Chris Leslie (center) celebrates with donuts instead of cake (it’s 6:30 in 
the morning!)
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Annual Family Thanksgiving Dinner

	 The Family Thanksgiving Dinner at Kensington at Anna Maria has become a tradition and well-
loved event.  This is always a wonderful opportunity for families to enjoy quality time with their loved one 
along with a most delicious meal.  Many, many thanks to all those “behind the scenes” folks like dietary 
and activities.   We couldn’t have done it without you!  

Painted Turkeys

	 Kensington at Anna Maria residents had a bit of fun turning a simple, white paper plate into a col-
orful turkey!  Just a bit of paint and creativity, and viola!  A turkey is born!  Many thanks to our wonderful 
activities staff for always having something fun for our residents to enjoy!
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Fall Flower Bouquets

	 Anna Maria and Kensington residents crafted beautiful fall flower bouquets using nothing but 
artificial flowers and a bit of imagination.  It all came together very nicely!

Genee H. places the finishing touches on 
her bouquet

Hard at work on these beautiful bouquets!

Carolyn H. needs a yellow flower Genevieve M.  – looking good!

Mary J. shows off her bouquet Frances H. is all smiles
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We Are Thankful… Every Day…

	 A few of our residents and Anna Maria staff members were asked what they are most thankful for 
this holiday season… Here are their responses…

Life is good thanks to the Lord… 
For that I am grateful!

*** Virginia has the following 
poem taped to the door in her 
room… This about sums it all 
up…

I am thankful for so many good 
things in my life... My family, fian-
cé, new house, and wonderful job 
here at Anna Maria!

I am thankful for my children, their 
health, and my health. 

I was blessed three months ago 
with a beautiful baby girl; I am 
thankful for her and my wonderful 
family.

Sarah Braessler, RN (Rehab Place)

Noah Adkins, Resident (North) Virginia Gharky, Resident (North)

Laura Smith, Housekeeping
Melanie Ruocchio, Dietary 
Aide / Cook (Rehab Place)

Virginia’s Poem...

Christmas Frames and Borders

Christmas Frames and Borders

Christmas Frames and Borders

Christmas Frames and Borders

Christmas Frames and Borders
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Man’s Best Friend…

Or in this case, Billie Bleyl’s best friend.  Billie enjoys 
spending time with all of her visitors, however, she 
especially enjoys when Chloe visits.   Good thing 
Chloe visits often!

2 0 1 9
Dec. ASSISTED /INDEPENDENT LIVING 

I’m Not Moving! 

	 We are very excited about the 
updates to our Norwood “A” area includ-
ing new furniture from Textile & Timber 
Home Furnishings in Aurora.    Virginia 
Otcasek is sad to see the current furni-
ture go, as she sat down and did not get 
up!  Trust us, Virginia, you’ll really like the 
new furniture!
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Gobble, Gobble…

Decisions, decisions… Assisted living residents got a little crafty with Thanksgiving crafts, crafting door 
hangers and bookmarks.  A few made both as they could not decide.  Why not?!

Eileen S.

Laura L. Fern T.

Connie M. Marceal C. is all smilesFlor U.

Nikki S.

Carol Y. Ladies hard at work

Shirley K.
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A New Driver?

Uh, oh, does Bowie (therapy dog of 
Lisa McFarland, AL/IL Activities) have a 
license?  Not sure how he ended up in the 
driver’s seat, but don’t think that bus will 
move with Bowie behind the wheel. 

Christmas Frames and Borders

Headbanz

	 A favorite game of our assisted living resi-
dents is Headbanz, an exciting game where everyone 
knows what you are…except you!  A band with a pic-
ture card is attached to one’s head via a headband, 
and your job is to learn whether the card is an ani-
mal, type of food, or a man-made object.  The faster 
you find out, the faster you’ll move around the board 
and win!  It’s a fun, fast-paced game that’s always a 
fan favorite.

Marceal, Laura, and Flor are ready to begin! Betty, Marie, and Fern are still in the game!

Connie is out, but is helping Eileen!
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Good Eating at Perkin’s Restaurant

Always a good time at Perkin’s Restaurant in Hudson, Ohio.  Great food and even better conversation and 
company.    The very first Perkin’s opened in 1958 in Cincinnati, Ohio.  Today, there are 342 restaurants, 
with 26 in the state of Ohio.   Always a full bus when the destination is Perkin’s!

Nina and bus driver Frank

The gang waits patiently for their delicious food

Sandra, AL/IL Activities Director Lisa, and Karen bask in the warmth of sunshine and friendship!

Tim and Martha Wagner

(l to r) Virginia, Carol, and Jazmin



Winter 2019 Anna Maria of Aurora14 15

Anna Maria of Aurora
Betty Post		  12/1
Eloise Wolf		  12/9
Veronica Kasovich	 12/11
Carol O’Laughlin	 12/16
Russell Wainwright	 12/16
Sally Springer		 12/17
Maina Consolo	 12/23
Robert Banham	 12/24

Kensington at Anna Maria
Irma Szoke		  12/5
Marsha Vaness	 12/11
Phyllis Hoefel		  12/12
Peter Krembs		 12/12
Wayne Chappell	 12/13

Assisted / Independent Living
Gertrude Unverrich	 12/2
Bill Alexy		  12/10
Martha Wagner	 12/12
Pat Azzarello		  12/12
Carl Wolford		  12/16
Virginia Richner	 12/17
Marjorie Cook	 12/18
Joe Vrona		  12/18

Birthdays!

Christmas Frames and Borders

December is “Read a Book” Month.  Visit your local library and check out a great 
book!  What about “The Giver of Stars” by Jojo Moyes (historical fiction), or “The 
Testament” by Margaret Atwood (sequel to The Handmaid’s Tale).  

December 1-7 is National Handwashing Awareness Week.  Lather up and stay 
healthy!
December 6 & 7 – The biggest college football conferences will have their champi-
onship games to help decide who plays in the four-team playoffs.  
December 13 – National Cocoa Day.  Grab a mug of it because…
December 21 – Winter Solstice!  The first day of winter officially begins.  Don’t 
worry, spring is right around the corner!

DECEMBER
Calendar

December 5, 1901- Walt Disney is born in Chicago, IL
December 7, 1941 – Pearl Harbor is bombed by the Japanese and leads the U.S. 
into WWII
December 16,1773 – American colonists toss 342 chests of tea into the Boston 
Harbor in what would become known as the “Boston Tea Party”
December 19, 1843 – A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens is published

On This Date
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Merry Christmas 
and 

Happy New Year 
from the 

Campus of 
Anna Maria of Aurora
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