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Jan. 11, 1922- 100 
years…1,200 
Months…5,214 

Weeks…36,500 
Days…876,000 Hours… 
Welcome to the centenarian 
club Anna Maria South 
resident Madeline Mannino!   
Family and staff members 
helped Madeline celebrate 
this amazing milestone 
with birthday wishes galore, 
along with a delicious cake 
and beautiful flowers.  A 
surprise visit from Ann 
Womer-Benjamin, Mayor of 
Aurora, was an added bonus.   
We are proud of being home to four other centenarians – Helen Hyla, Mary Lou Tesauro, 
Bob Paulus, and Mary Lee Hendee.   Absolutely incredible.   As well, many nonagenarians 
(a person over 90 years old) happily reside here.    May God continue to bless all of our 
residents with continued good health, happiness, and LOVE.  

Happy 100th Birthday! 
Welcome to the Centenarian Club! 
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FAMILY MATTERS
Joann Poremba Jporemba@annamariaofaurora.com Anna Maria of Aurora
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THE CAMPUS OF ANNA MARIA OF AURORA

OUR EDITOR CONTACT FIND US ON FACEBOOK

We are on Facebook, Instagram, and now TikTok! Find us, follow us, like 
us at annamariaofaurora.  Please check out our new video on TikTok!  
We’d appreciate new followers and any suggestions or comments!

Find us on Social Media!

Every Resident, Every Family, Every Day

Yes, this is the Campus of Anna Maria 
motto, and yes, we do live up to it, every 

day, even during snowstorms.  See page 8 
and get ready to be AMAZED.  

Madeline with her two daughters and son

Ernie S. turned 98 years young last month!

Madeline with Mayor Ann Womer-Benjamin
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Resident Profile

Salve, Buon Giorno!  Letizia (Lee) Spidalieri was 
born in Petrella, Italy (about two hours east of 
Rome) on February 15, 1940, to parents Raphael 
and Maria, joining siblings Guy, Tony, Benny, 
and Ida.  When Lee was 15 years old, the family 
left Italy and moved to Pittsburgh, PA (yes, 
culture shock) to join Maria’s brother and his 10 
children.  Lee recalls Pittsburgh being a “beautiful 
city,” however, the language barrier was quite 
difficult as no one in the family spoke English.  
The Spidalieri family remained in Pittsburgh for 
about 3 years before moving to Cleveland, settling 
in the Collinwood area.  Lee and her siblings 
enrolled at Mayfield High School, however, the 
language barrier once again proved to be too 
much, so Lee and her sister Ida dropped out and 
enrolled in cosmetology classes, which ended up 
being the best decision.  The sisters worked at 
Mark and Franks Hair Salon in Beachwood.  Ida 
only worked a few years as she moved back to Italy.  
Lee was an excelled at her profession; she was 
a gifted hair stylist and loved the camaraderie 
she developed with her clients.  Though she had 

many suitors and dated a slew of “fine young 
men,” Lee never quite found that perfect guy and 
remained single.  Many men liked her, even loved 
her, but she never liked/loved them back enough.
Lee loved to travel and has traveled all over 
the world, with numerous visits to Italy (to 
visit family), Europe, Morocco, Las Vegas, and 
Florida.  She was always on the move.  Lee 
is very social and loves to dance, sing, and 
listen to music.  Even now, one will find Lee 
with fingers snapping, toes a-tapping, and 
humming a song.  If you listen closely, you 
may hear a bit of Italian here and there! 
Life has quieted down now a bit for Lee, however, 
she continues to enjoy socializing and meeting 
new people.  A fellow resident also hails from 
Italy, so the two have many conversations 
in Italian.  Just what are they saying? 
A quote from Lee:  “Life changes for 
everyone.  Sometimes big, sometimes small.  
It’s beautiful when the change is good.”  A 
beautiful quote from a beautiful woman.  May 
God continue to bless our Lee Spidalieri. 

Letizia (Lee) Spidalieri
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Employees of the Month

EMPLOYEES OF THE MONTH

Anna Maria

Kensington

FEBRUARY 2022

Title:  Part-time Dietary Aide (AL / IL dining rooms – 
Tammie is a full-time special education teacher at 
Tallmadge High School)
Years of Service: One year
Family:  Husband Jeff and three teenage boys – Jake 
and Cade (17 year old twins), and 14 year old Brock
Favorite Food/Restaurant: spaghetti with meat sauce 
(Tammie makes her own delicious sauce) - Blue Canyon 
in Twinsburg 
Hobbies:  Currently it’s attending all of her kids sporting 
events
Favorite Vacation Spot: Sanibel Island, Florida
Fun Fact:  Tammie is also a twin (brother Todd)
Why Anna Maria:  It’s a great place to work with fun 
and caring co-workers

Title:  STNA (Northwest unit)
Years of Service:  1 ½ years
Family:  Four grown children (ages 26, 25, 24, 19)
Favorite restaurant:  Juicy Seafood on Harvard Rd. 
– The Seafood Bag is the bomb 
Hobbies:  Enjoys shooting pool and riding dirt bikes
Favorite Vacation Spot: Miami Beach, FL
Fun Fact:  Enjoys  hosting get-togethers with family, 
especially when barbecuing is involved 
Why Kensington:  It’s a comfortable place to work – 
has made many good friends

Tammie Habbyshaw.

Robin Arrington.
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Anna Maria / Kensington

And this sure was.  After a hiatus of almost two years due to Covid and ongoing restrictions, 
our residents joyfully participated in mass last week with Father Shawn Conoboy of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help Church.  We are beyond thrilled  to enjoy this ministry once again.   

Next scheduled mass is March 15th and 16th.   Please consult the monthly calendars for all 
upcoming events.

Residents LOVE their Bingo, and we are excited to once again play in a large group.  We’ve 
moved the game to the dining room which is large enough to safely accommodate our eager 
bingo players.  Back to normal, one small game at a time!

Good Things are Worth Waiting For

B-I-N-G-O is Back at Kensington!

A look at what is going on... 

Anna Maria /
Kensington

We are ready to play Robert H. is double-fisting! Plenty of space for all to play!
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Anna Maria / Kensington

Marilyn D. trying her hand at spin art

Helen W.  begins work on her lantern Snowman Frames

A close-up of a snowman frameThe completed snowman lanterns

(l) Ricky S. and Marilyn D. enjoying snow ice 
cream!

Helen W. and her snowman frame – wow 
looks good!

Though we’ve probably had it with this white stuff, snowmen and snow “ruled the roost” last 
month with crafting at Kensington!  As we know, residents love, love to craft!  Snowman 
lanterns and frames!   A special treat?  Ice cream made with freshly-fallen snow!   Better 

than a snowcone!  So, so good!

Let it Snow, Let it Snow, Let it Snow….
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Anna Maria / Kensington

Congratulations to Shawn DiVincenzo, LPN (Kensington) and Sue Kocin, Dietitian (Anna 
Maria) on celebrating 15 and 10 years of service, respectively.   We are fortunate that so 
many of our employees experience longevity here at Anna Maria and Kensington, which is 

rare in this day and age.  For a few, Anna Maria has been their only employer.    We are so proud 
of that!  Congratulations again to Shawn and Sue! 

Well, according to Punxsutawney Phil, we have six more weeks of the cold and snow to look 
forward to.  Oh dear!   Keep that noggin of yours warm and looking good with a Campus 
of Anna Maria hat!  Only a cool $15.00 (cash or check).  Get yours today!  Available at 

the front desk of both buildings.  

Celebrating Milestone Anniversaries

Warm and Fashionable… What a Winning Combination!

Shawn D. (middle) with administrators Chris 
and Aaron

Jazmin Williams, AL Activities Assist. Resident Marlys Balch Angela Thomas, Medicaid Liaison (hat 
matches the picture on the wall)

What a lovely cake! Sue with administrator Aaron
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Anna Maria / Kensington

Whether that day is sunny, rainy, or snowy, like very snowy as in last 
Thursday and Friday!  The administration of our family-owned and 
operated Campus of Anna Maria of Aurora simply went above and 

beyond to make certain our residents were cared for during this snowstorm by 
a well-staffed building.  Please scan the QR code and check out this video on 
our website (News and Events) with our Community Relations Director, Evan 
Webster.   

Every Resident, Every Family, Every Day

Congratulations to Sarah King (RN, Anna 
Maria Rehab Place) on the birth of her 
beautiful baby girl, Mackenzie Ann, who 

was born on Monday, January 10th.  Sarah 
stopped in briefly for a visit, and of course, we 
were all ga-ga over this beautiful baby girl.    
Hopefully we didn’t ignore Sarah too much…. 
Stop by again real soon please.

Our Friday weekly entertainment is 
returning, and entertainer Sam Frosh 
(a favorite) is so happy to be back!  

Our residents our happy too, especially Gary 
Brodie – he could have danced the night 
away!

Baby Love Twisting the Night Away

Assisted living caregivers are at work, safe and sound, ready to enjoy a few bagels Each employee received a “winter survival bag” 
upon check-in at Bertram Inn
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Assisted / Independent Living

A look at what is going on... 

Picnic Volleyball Anyone?

Residents really enjoy a good game of chair volleyball.  We have a few serious contenders!  
Each week we have more residents wanting to join in the fun!

Assisted / 
Independent Living

Marie R. – a perfect overhand pass!
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Assisted / Independent Living

Unfortunately, not yet, but these beautiful tulips 
sure made it seem like it was!  The Giant Eagle in 
Solon will occasionally drop off flowers beyond 

the “sell by” date, and these colorful tulips made the cut 
one day.    They sure made our day just a little brighter 
and happier!

Even if that friend is a four-legged 
friend!  Bowie (our in-house 
therapy dog) always seems to 

know when someone needs a hug!   

Is it Spring?A Friend in Need is a Friend 
Indeed

With the cold and snowy weather as of late, it’s been difficult for our independent 
residents to enjoy dining at a restaurant.   So one day we had a pizza party lunch, 
courtesy of Gionino’s Pizza, a favorite amongst the residents.   Nothing beats a slice of 

delicious, cheesy pizza!

Pizza Anyone?

Mary M. feels much better now!

Dorothy A., Marion S., Mary F., and Ginny R. Pizza makes for a happy group of people!
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Assisted / Independent Living

The area in the back of the Anna Maria 
building is heavily-wooded, and a few of our 
employees enjoy taking a stroll during their 

lunch break.  Jen Abercrombie (LPN) and Lisa 
McFarland (Al/IL Activities) spotted this gorgeous 
barred owl on one of their afternoon walks.  Wow!  
Beautiful bird and an even better picture!  Jen 
and Lisa are both nature enthusiasts; Jen has a 
passion for spotting and photographing owls. 

When the Owl Sings, the Night is Silent 

Back in early January, residents gathered together to create valentines for the soldiers 
overseas.  Such a kind and thoughtful gesture.   We mailed early enough in hopes they 
arrive in time to let our soldiers know how much they are appreciated.

Valentines for our Soldiers

so many of our residents were involved in this project

 Lisa McFarland photobombs the picture! Lauren Krozser (standing) supervises the card-making project
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Assisted / Independent Living

Very nicely, thank you!  Our indoor greenhouse 
(located in Norwood “B”) is sprouting, growing, 
blooming, and basically flourishing!  We have an 

abundance of coleus (we need to keep cutting it back), 
as well as some fresh herbs.  We’ll keep you posted on 
its progress!

Check out this cute little “library” 
house and feel free to check out 
a book!   This house was made 

with love by the husband of Joanne 
Branks’ granddaughter, in honor of 
her grandparents.  Joanne and her 
late husband Bill first moved to Anna 
Maria in December of 2016.    The 
library house can be found in the 
Norwood dining room.  Stop by, 
browse, and happy reading!

How Does Your Garden Grow?A Little Library
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Assisted / Independent Living

ActivityConnection.com – Foods & Cooking Recipes

To make a recipe card, print on card stock paper. Cut out along dotted lines. 
Glue the front and back of the card together.

Creamy Olive Garlic Dip
A no-bake recipe

Ingredients:

• 1 (8-ounce) package cream cheese

• 1/2 cup sour cream

• 3/4 cup coarsely chopped green olives  
with pimentos

• 1/4 cup chopped green onions

• 2 cloves garlic, minced

• 1 tablespoon olive juice

• 1 teaspoon hot sauce

• 1/2 teaspoon smoked paprika

• Crackers or cut vegetables for serving

Directions
1. Combine cream cheese and sour cream in a large bowl 

with a hand mixer until smooth.

2. Stir in green olives, onions, garlic, olive juice, hot sauce, 
and smoked paprika.

3. Cover and chill until ready to serve. Serve with crackers or 
cut vegetables.

Makes 8 servings

Happy Hour is always happier with good friends, good food, and good drinks!  Our residents 
sure look forward to Happy Hour on Fridays.  Always a great turnout.  Residents enjoyed 
a new recipe, a creamy olive garlic dip.  Even those who don’t like olives liked it.  Try it for 

yourself and see!

Happy Hour

Ingredients:

- 1 (8- ounce) package cream cheese
- 1/2 cup sour cream
- 3/4 cup coarsely chopped green olives with pimentos
- 1/4 cup chopped green onions
- 2 cloves garlic minced
- 1 tablespoon olive juice
- 1 teaspoon hot sauce
- 1/2 teaspoon smoked paprika
- crackers or cut vegtables for serving 

Directions:

1. Combine cream cheese and sour cream in a large bowl with a hand mixer until smoth. 

2. Stir in green oives, onions, garlic, olive juice, hot sauce, and smoked paprika

3. Cover and chill until ready to serve. Serve with crackers or cut vegatables.

Makes 8 Servings

Creamy Olive Garlic Dip

The Recipe Our Residents Enjoyed!
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Calendar

OUR FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS!

13 Anna Maria of Aurora Newsletter

Feb. 2 – Groundhog Day!  Will we experience six more weeks of winter?  What say you, Punxsutawney Phil?  Phil says…. Six more weeks 
of winter, UGH  - see page 14 for some fun facts on Punxsutawney Phil! 
Feb. 4 – National “Wear Red” Day.  Show your support by wearing red to help raise awareness of the #1 health threat to women – heart 
disease
Feb. 4 – National Soup Day- what is your favorite soup?  Most popular in America?  Tomato followed by Chicken Noodle, Potato, and 
Clam Chowder.  The most popular in Ohio?  Cincinnati-style chili (hmmm, is chili really a soup??) 
Feb. 4 – 20  - the XXIV Winter Olympics begin in Beijing, China. Notable Americans to watch? Snowboarders Shaun White (making his 
4th appearance) and Chloe Kim; figure  skaters Nathan Chen and Alysa Liu; Mikaela Shiffrin, downhill skiiling; Abby Roque, ice hockey.  
Catch all the action on NBC
Feb. 13 – Join the millions of football fanatics who will be watching Super Bowl LVI (56) as the Cincinnati Bengals take on the LA Rams 
at SoFi Stadium in Los Angeles.  The Rams are considered the away team though they are playing at home.  Why?  The AFC team (Ben-
gals) is considered the home team for even-numbered super bowls.  Last time the Bengals played in the Super Bowl?  1989 – the Rams? 
2018.  The Rams are favored to win…
Feb. 14 – Happy Valentine’s Day!  Is this a day of true love, or just a “Hallmark” holiday.  What will it be, chocolates or jewels for your 
loved one, or perhaps just a few kind words and a card?  Whatever it is,  just share the LOVE 
Feb. 20 – NBA All-Star Game, hosted by the Cleveland Cavaliers right here at Rocket Mortgage Fieldhouse!  How exciting is that! As of 
press time, none of the Cavs will be playing, but there’s a push for guard Darius Garland (who’s having a spectacular season) to be part 
of this all-star team
Feb. 20 – The Daytona 500, NASCAR’s biggest race, speeds into town at the Daytona International Speedway in Daytona, Florida
Feb. 21 – Presidents Day, a federal holiday honoring our first president, George Washington
Feb. 23 – Banana Bread Day – try adding chocolate chips to the batter next time you make this delicious bread! 

February is 

Calendar

Black History Month -  this annual celebration honors the role African-Americans played in shaping our country’s history.  Check 
out the newest novel by historian and author Tanisha C. Ford, Dressed in Dreams, which takes a deep dive into how iconic Black gar-
ments and hairstyles shaped America’s fashion culture. 
National Bird Feeding Month – birds benefit from bird feeders especially during the winter.
National Hobby Month – take this time to try something new, like an exercise routine, or reading a great book (like Dressed in 
Dreams). 

Martha Hoover

Doris Smith

Emilia Breeler

Antonina Totani

HAPPY 98TH

HAPPY 97TH

HAPPY 96TH

HAPPY 90TH

Earl Cortright

Rita Fuller

James 
Goersmeyer

Thomas Parisi

Cathy Ferris Margot Davidson Frances Kucera

Linda Farmer

Danna Nickoson

Letizia Spidalieri

Doris Johanson

Norma Keslar Myrtle Teats

Kathleen Bragg

Joan Lazio

Emily Durbin

Frances Swerling Dorothy Shannon Florence Brown Loretta Maenner
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On This Date

Winter Edition  14

Groundhog Day is the biggest day of the year for everyone’s favorite marmot, Punxsutawney Phil.  He emerges from his 
stump at Gobbler’s Knob in Punxsutawney, PA, every February 2 to predict the weather.  If he sees his shadow, we will 
supposedly get six more weeks of winter, but if he doesn’t, we’ll get warmer weather.  What does Phil do the remaining 364 
days of the year ? (he’s like Santa Claus – busy one day of the year). 

• Where does Phil live? – Phil has a burrow at the corner of the town library.  It has large glass windows so one can 
observe Phil doing “things” he would normally do in the wild
• What is his favorite food? – Bananas
• Is Phil afraid of his shadow? – Hibernation in the groundhog world means sleeping and eating.  So, when Phil sees 
his shadow, he jumps right back into his burrow
• Does he know when it’s Groundhog Day? – He’s not in the stump on Gobbler’s Knob all the time, so when he is, he 
knows it’s time to greet his followers.  He makes the best of it and is a pretty photogenic guy

On This Date...
Feb. 2, 1964 

Feb. 23, 1954 Feb 27, 1951 

Feb. 4, 2004 Feb. 14, 1849 Feb. 18, 2001 
G.I. Joe action figures make 

their first appearance

Polio vaccines begin in the 
U.S.

22nd amendment to 
Constitution is ratified

James K. Polk becomes the first 
U.S. president to appear in a 

photograph

Facebook, a mainstream 
social media network, is 

founded by Mark Zuckerberg

Dale Earnhardt dies in a 
crash during Daytona 500 

Punxsutawney Phil – What Gives? 

Punxsutawney Phil Bing Dwen Dwen - the adorable face of 
the 2022 Winter Olympic Games






